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CELPIP - 15 Common Mistakes
Quick reference guide to avoid scoring pitfalls

These are the 15 most common mistakes that lower CELPIP scores. Fix them, and you'll see immediate 

improvement. Each mistake includes why it hurts your score and how to fix it. Practice these strategies 

before your test.

The #1 Most Important Tip

Don't study on exam day. Your brain needs energy for the actual test, not for last-minute cramming.

Take a walk outside, eat a proper breakfast, and get plenty of rest the night before.

You'll be thinking intensely for 3 straight hours.

Show up refreshed and ready, not mentally exhausted.

1 Speaking too fast Speaking

Why this hurts your score:

When you rush, you make pronunciation errors and examiners can't understand you clearly. You also don't have time to 

organize your thoughts, so your responses sound incomplete. This hurts your Content and Fluency scores.

How to fix it:

Slow down and aim for 150-180 words per minute. Take 1-2 second pauses between ideas. Use phrases like "Let me 

think..." to buy yourself time. Record yourself and compare to native speakers - you'll notice the difference.

Learn more

2 Starting with "I think" or "Maybe" Speaking

Why this hurts your score:

These words make you sound unsure. Examiners want to hear confidence, not hesitation. Starting with "I think" signals 

you're not confident in your answer, which hurts your score.

How to fix it:

Start strong with direct phrases: "I recommend..." "My advice is..." "I suggest..." or "The best approach is..." Practice 

removing all hesitation words from your first sentence. You'll notice how much more confident you sound.

Learn more
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3 Using simple words repeatedly Speaking

Why this hurts your score:

If you keep saying "good", "bad", "nice", "big" over and over, it shows you don't know many words. Vocabulary is 25% of 

your score. Using the same simple words 3+ times limits you to 6-7 points, even with perfect grammar.

How to fix it:

Learn 5-10 synonyms for common words before your test. Instead of "good", try "beneficial", "effective", "advantageous". 

Instead of "bad", try "detrimental", "problematic", "ineffective". Practice replacing simple words when you practice. Build 

your vocabulary bank.

Learn more

4 Forgetting the greeting and closing Writing

Why this hurts your score:

Missing the greeting and closing is like writing an essay without paragraphs - examiners check this first. Even if your content 

is perfect, you'll lose 2-3 points on Task Fulfillment. It's a basic requirement.

How to fix it:

Always include: Opening (Dear [Name],) + Body (3-4 paragraphs) + Closing (Best regards, / Sincerely, / Yours truly,) + Your 

name. Memorize this format and use it in every practice email. Practice writing just the opening and closing first - get it 

down to 2 minutes.

Learn more

5 Writing too short (under 140 words) Writing

Why this hurts your score:

CELPIP expects 150-200 words. If you write less than 140 words, you haven't fully answered the task. Every 20 words 

you're missing costs you about 1 point. Short responses also don't show enough vocabulary or organization.

How to fix it:

Plan your structure: Introduction (30-40 words) + 2-3 body paragraphs (40-50 words each) + Conclusion (20-30 words) = 

150-180 words. Count words as you write. If you're short, add examples or explanations. Practice writing to the right length

before your test.

Learn more

6 No linking words between sentences Writing

Why this hurts your score:

Without linking words, your ideas feel disconnected. Examiners can't follow your logic, which hurts your Coherence score 

(25% of total). Writing without connectors reads like a list, not an essay - that caps you at 6-7 points.
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How to fix it:

• Use at least 6-8 linking words per email

• For addition: Furthermore, Additionally, Moreover

• For contrast: However, Although, On the other hand

• For result: Therefore, Consequently, As a result

• For time: First, Then, Finally

Learn more

7 Using contractions (don't, can't, won't) Writing

Why this hurts your score:

Contractions make your writing sound like a text message, not a professional email. When you write "don't" or "can't", 

examiners think you don't know how to write formally. Your Vocabulary/Register score drops. Would you write "don't" in an 

email to your boss? No. Same rule applies here.

How to fix it:

• Write full forms: "do not" (not "don't"), "cannot" (not "can't"), "will not" (not "won't")

• "I am" (not "I'm"), "you are" (not "you're")

• Example: "I cannot attend" sounds professional. "I can't attend" sounds like a text

Learn more

8 Reading the whole passage first Reading

Why this hurts your score:

This is like reading a whole book when you only need one chapter. You waste 5-8 minutes reading everything, then forget 

half of it. By the time you get to questions, you're running out of time. You panic and rush through harder questions, making 

mistakes you could've avoided. It's like looking at the whole haystack when you should just find the needle.

How to fix it:

• Read all questions (30 seconds)

• Underline key words (names, dates, numbers)

• Scan the passage for those words

• When you find a keyword, stop and read that sentence

• Skip paragraphs without your keywords

Example: If question asks "When did the event happen?", scan for dates only. Don't read every sentence - just find 

the date. This cuts reading time by 40%.

Learn more
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9 Spending too long on one question Reading

Why this hurts your score:

Getting stuck on one hard question wastes 3-5 minutes you could use to answer 2-3 easier ones. All questions are worth 

the same points, so spending too long on one hurts your overall score. Plus, you'll panic and rush through the rest.

How to fix it:

Give yourself 2 minutes max per question. If you're not sure after 2 minutes, guess and move on. You can come back later 

if you have time. Learn to spot "time traps" - questions that look easy but take forever. Answer the quick ones first.

Learn more

10 Choosing answers that "sound right" Reading

Why this hurts your score:

CELPIP uses tricks - answers that sound right but are wrong. They use similar words with different meanings. After reading 

4-5 paragraphs, your memory isn't reliable. Going with what "feels right" leads to 30-40% errors because examiners set

traps on purpose.

How to fix it:

Always match EXACT words from the passage. Don't trust your memory - go back and check. If the answer uses different 

words than the passage, it's probably wrong, even if it sounds right. Practice finding the exact sentence that proves your 

answer.

Learn more

11 Trying to understand every word Listening

Why this hurts your score:

Trying to catch every word makes you miss the big picture. You focus on individual words instead of meaning, so you miss 

key information and main ideas. When you don't understand one word, you panic and lose track of everything.

How to fix it:

Listen for meaning, not every word. Focus on what matters: names, numbers, dates, locations, actions, opinions, reasons. 

Watch for signal words like "however", "because", "although" - they point to important info. You won't understand everything, 

and that's okay. Focus on answering questions, not catching every word.

Learn more

12 Not reading questions before audio starts Listening

Why this hurts your score:

Going into audio blind means you don't know what to listen for. You try to remember everything, which is impossible. You 

miss specific details because you weren't ready to catch them. This costs you 2-4 points per section. Without preparation, 

you waste mental energy trying to process everything instead of focusing on what matters.
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How to fix it:

Use every second of prep time (30-60 seconds). Read all questions first, underline key words (who, what, when, where, 

why), and guess what the answers might be. Make a mental "shopping list" of what to listen for. This helps you catch 

answers even if you miss other parts.

Learn more

13 Not practicing with timer General

Why this hurts your score:

Without timed practice, you think you have more time than you do. On test day, the time pressure makes you panic, rush, 

and make careless mistakes. Just the stress of unfamiliar timing can drop your score by 1-2 levels.

How to fix it:

Always practice with real CELPIP timing: 47 minutes for Reading, 53 minutes for Writing, 40 minutes for Listening. Use 

a visible timer to build awareness. Set checkpoints: "By 15 minutes, I should be on question X." Practice under pressure 

until timing feels natural.

Learn more

14 Focusing only on grammar General

Why this hurts your score:

Grammar is only 25% of your score. Focusing too much on perfect grammar makes you write slowly and ignore Task 

Fulfillment, Vocabulary, and Coherence. Students with perfect grammar but bad structure get 6-7. Students with good 

structure and minor grammar errors get 8-9.

How to fix it:

Prioritize in this order: 1) Task Fulfillment (complete the task, right length, proper format), 2) Organization (clear paragraphs, 

logical flow), 3) Vocabulary (varied words, appropriate tone), 4) Grammar (accuracy). Fix grammar that changes meaning 

first, then polish.

Learn more

15 Not reviewing mistakes after practice General

Why this hurts your score:

Without reviewing errors, you keep making the same mistakes. You don't see patterns and can't fix your weak spots. This 

means you stay at the same score level even after hours of practice.

How to fix it:

After each practice test, spend equal time reviewing: 1) Find what types of errors you make (grammar, vocabulary, 

structure), 2) Look for patterns (what mistakes keep happening?), 3) Make a plan (focus on your top 2-3 problems), 4) 

Practice those specific areas before your next test.

Learn more
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BONUS: 10 Power Phrases to Boost Your Score

Use these phrases to impress examiners and raise your CELPIP score

WEAK

I think we should do this.
STRONG

I strongly recommend we do this.

WEAK

Also, this is good.
STRONG

Furthermore, this approach is beneficial.

WEAK

So we need to act.
STRONG

Consequently, we should take action.

WEAK

This is good because...
STRONG

This is particularly beneficial because...

WEAK

And it will help.
STRONG

Moreover, it would improve our results.

WEAK

Hope to hear from you.
STRONG

I look forward to your prompt response.

WEAK

This is better than that.
STRONG

This approach is more effective than the alternative.

WEAK

Also, there is more info.
STRONG

In addition to this, we have valuable data.

WEAK

So I think we should do it.
STRONG

Therefore, I suggest we proceed immediately.

WEAK

Can you please help?
STRONG

I would be grateful if you could assist.
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